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Historical context 

1865- International Telecommunication Union 

- telegraph & telephone traffic regulation 

- radio spectrum allocation 

1925- League of Nations 

- resolution on the use of press for peace (1926) 

- court of honour for journalists (1931) 

- convention on the use of broadcasting for 
peace (1938) 

( http://www.uta.fi/iour/laitos/WSIS kirjan liite.rtf ) 



1945- United Nations 

• Conference on Freedom of Information (1948) 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

• Convention on the International Right of Correction 
(1952) 

• Resolution on Media Facilities in Developing Countries 
(1952) 

• Declaration of Granting Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (1960) 

• Convenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) 

• Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) 

• Resolution on Use of Satellites for TV (1972) 

• Declaration on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order (1974) 



1955- Movement of Non-Aligned countries 
(Non-Aligned Movement NAM) 

• concept of information decolonisation 

- summit in Lusaka 1970 

- summit in Algiers 1973 

• concept of new international information order 

- symposium in Tunis March 1976 

- ministerial meeting in Delhi June 1976 

- summit in Colombo August 1976 



Stages of great media debate 

1970-76 Decolonisation offensive 
1976-78 Western counterattack 
1978-80 Truce: progress by compromise 
1981-90 Corporate offensive 
1991- Globalisation 

( http://www.uta.fi/iour/laitos/Q21nordenstreng EN.pdf ) 



Stage One 1970-76 
Decolonisation offensive 

the idea of information imperialism 

the concept of New International Information 
Order (NIIO) 

the concept of right to communicate (RTC) 

Unesco preparation of declaration on the use of 
mass media for peace... 

Unesco research such as Television Traffic- A 
One-way Street? 
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Figure 2 SCHEMA DE DISTRIBUTION POUR LES PRINCIPAUX PAYS EXPORTATEURS DE PROGRAMMES DEPU S 1970. 
9 Kr chaque pays, la total estimatif des exportation annuelles, indiqul dan, la figure, a reg U in ^1*°^™*^^ total) 

uniforms de 100%; la largeur des fleches est proportionnelle a la part des exportation* interest dans le courant d exportat.on total). 
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Stage Two 1976-78 
Western counterattack 



founding of World Press Freedom Committee 

delaying Mass Media Declaration at Unesco General 
Conference in Nairobi 

proposal for Marshall Plan of Telecommunication 

setting up International Commission for the Study o1 
Communication Problems under chairmanship of 
Sean MacBride 

academic and professional books... 
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Stage Three 1978-80 
Truce: Progress by compromise 

adoption of the Mass Media Declaration 

report of the MacBride Commission 

establishment of the International Programme for 
the Development of Communication (IPDC) 

establishment of UN Committee on Information 

consensus of the New World Information and 
Communication Order (NWICO) 

journalist organisations as Consultative Club 

academic and professional books... 



voices, 



• Sean MacBride • 

• Elie Abel • Hubert Beuve-Mery • Elebe Ma Ekonzo 
• Gabriel Garcia Marquez • Sergei Losev # Mochtar L Lib is 
• Mustapha Masmoudi • Michio Nagai • Fred Isaac Akporuaro Omu • 
# Bogdan Osolnik • Gamal El Oteiii • Johannes Pieter Pronk • 
• Juan Somavia • Boobli George Verghese • 

• Betty Zimmerman • 
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Stage Four 1981-90 
Corporate offensive 

conference Voices of Freedom in Talloires 

withdrawal of USA and UK from Unesco 

removal of Unesco's Director General M'Bow 

freezing of MacBride legacy at Unesco 

UN-Unesco Round Table on NWICO 

uncompromised NWICO position at NAM, 
Consultative Club and many other NGOs 

academic and professional support in books... 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS 

PRAGUE 1986 



Stage Five 1991- 
Globalisation 

MacBride Round Tables (Harare, Istanbul...) 

Unesco regional conferences (Windhoek...) 

UN Commission on Culture and Development 

World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) 
mobilising a new wave 

academic and professional support in books... 
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Free flow doctrine 
in global media policy 

• In 1930 "free flow of information" was demanded by US 
news agency Associated Press when penetrating European 
colonial spheres of British Reuters and French Havas 

• In 1945 "free flow of ideas by word and image" became 
part of peace-oriented UNESCO Constitution 

• In 1949 "free flow of information" became an ideological 
instrument in the Cold War against the Soviet-led East 

• In 1975 "free flow" was integrated to NWICO at UNESCO 

• In 1985 UNESCO returned to US version of "free flow" 

• In 2000 UN Millennium Declaration and 2003 WSIS 
Declaration brought "free flow" back to political centre 

( http://www.uta.fi/iour/laitos/myths about press freedom.pdf ) 



Millennium Declaration 

by UN General Assembly on 18 September 2000 

under chapter "V. Human rights, democracy and 
good governance" resolves: 

"To ensure the freedom of the media to perform 
their essential role and the right of the public to 
have access to information." 

•Not an abstract freedom granted to the media 
but a call - even an obligation - to perform a 
certain role in society and to assist people to 
gain access to information. 



Geneva 2003: 
Declaration of Principles 

Premised on UN Charter, Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, Millennium Declaration, 
Johannesburg Declaration, Monterrey Consensenus... 

UDHR Articles 19 and 29 specifically mentioned 

Sovereign equality of all States upheld 

ICT are tools, not end in themselves 

Turning digital divide into digital opportunity 

Participation of all stakeholders essential in building 
an inclusive, people-centered Information Society 

Universal access, equal opportunities 

Cultural diversity 



Three articles in a package 
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